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A chairde, 

Tá an-áthas orm bheith i bhur dteannta anseo anocht. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, boys and girls,

I am absolutely thrilled to be here tonight with you in the “Bruach na Carraige” Arts and Cultural Centre in  Rockchapel at the initiation of the four-day visit of Vindängen Primary School of Sweden as part of a highly successful transnational project involving Vindängen and our own local school, Knockaclarig. 

I’ll talk a bit more later about the project itself, but I would like first of all to welcome our Swedish visitors, which include Vindangen’s school Principal, Eva Carlander Odebäck, Fredrik Olsson who directs the project on the Swedish end, as well as other teachers, officials and of course pupils from Vindängen school: Elin,  Kajsa, Matthias, and Gustav. You are all most welcome, or as we say in our native language, ceád míle fáilte dhaoibh go léir, and I hope you have an enjoyable stay with us.

The name of the school that you are visiting, as you already know, is Knockaclarig, which means “Flat-topped Hill”, and the school was founded in 1891. This is a small school, of which there are many like it in Ireland, and it is well-recognised that such schools are the backbone of the Irish education system. In these days of increased emphasis on efficiency and value for money, a school such as Knockaclarig is a fantastic example of excellent service to the public delivered locally by a dedicated small team, in this case a team led by your Principal, Mr Tomás de Róiste. In addition to Mr de Róiste, the 34 children that attend here are also ably served by a Deputy Principal, a shared Resource Teacher, a part-time Resource teacher and a Special Needs Assistant. When I outline the achievements of this school, you’ll see what I am talking about when I refer to efficiency and value for money!

I will deal with the school’s many ICT-related achievements in a moment, but in terms of sporting success, this school has a record that schools many times its size would be most proud of. 
The school takes part in the Duhallow Rural Schools’, and in the Castleisland Allianz Cumann na mBunscoil Leagues. You are current Castleisland champions in your category (as you also were in 2005) and I want to take this opportunity to wish you the best of luck when you will be defending that title tomorrow! 

This year a pupil of the school, Shane Fitzmaurice, was selected for the Kerry Primary Schools’ team. I would like to congratulate Shane and to wish him every success in the future. But boys and girls, I won’t pretend that as a Corkman I’m looking forward to seeing him face the Cork minor and senior teams of the future, given how good I hear he is. In fact I hope to get to see Shane in action in a large arena soon, as those primary matches are curtain-raisers for the Munster Senior Football Championship. 

This school has also achieved great success in the Duhallow Rural Schools League, winning the competition on 5 occasions in the last decade, the latest being in 2004, and you also reached the final in 2005. The school can be said to be a “feeder school” to the well-known Rockchapel and Brosna GAA clubs and many of the pupils involved have progressed to the Duhallow GAA County championship teams and the St. Kieran’s’ County Championship teams. 
Of course it didn’t surprise me in the least to learn that Knockaclarig brings ICT to Gaelic Games in that the school maintains a “blog” which deals with Primary school footballing activities in the Duhallow/Castleisland area.

And if all of that wasn’t enough, ladies and gentlemen, this school has been victorious in the Newmarket Credit Union quiz 8 times since 1997. Before we get on to the school’s information technology achievements and before we talk about the joint project involving our guests from Vindängen, I think that the boys and girls of Knockaclarig deserve a hearty round of applause! 

In the context of where this country needs to be in relation to becoming a pre-eminent knowledge society and economy, this school provides a great example to us all. There is clearly a strong ICT curriculum integrated approach here in Knockaclarig. The school has been awarded Digital School Status by the National Centre for Technology in Education, and has been awarded the European Quality label from European Schoolnet on two occasions, the latest being last month for the project that brings us here together tonight. As well as providing such a stimulating teaching and learning environment, the school contributes to research through its involvement with several European Universities in “Comenius 2.1” projects. In association with Duagh National School near Listowel, Knockaclarig was one of this country’s representatives in the “Dial-Connect International Project”, the specific objective of which was “To use stories as a stimulus for thinking and a context for learning empowerment”. 

Turning now to this particular transnational project, I want to begin by acknowledging the hard work and dedication of both Knockaclarig’s Principal, Tomás de Róiste and Mr Fredrik Olsson of Vindängen, on whose ideas the project was based. The project is part of a European Commission initiative and has been awarded the European Quality Label by the Commission’s Central Support Service which promotes eTwinning across the 41,000 schools in Europe. 

The first project of this Swedish-Irish schools’ partnership was called “Make Film and Share IT with Friends ” , which built upon your pedagogical, technical and digital skills, and which showcased your students, your two schools and your countries. I am told that the hardest part of that whole process was in the schools having to decide what to do next once all of the goals set out had been achieved. It was as it turns out decided to develop and raise the partnership to a new and higher level using all of the learning to date along with ICT technologies and capabilities such as blogging, podcasting, video conferencing and wiki writing. The schools felt that the “share aspect” was always a vital ingredient, and this was further developed through on-line tutorials. The project also established working links with a third level institution.

Two modules in Science and History were produced, developing and producing two themes per country, with strong links to the Irish Primary science curriculum.  The Irish part of the partnership prepared “Wild Flowers of the Countryside” while Vindängen initiated “A Study on Small Animals in a Pond next to School”.  The project then took a trip back in time to the era of Myths and Legends, again in keeping with the national curriculum. Ireland selected “Oisín in Tír na n-Óg” while Sweden selected “The Knights of Mount Alleberg”. This module will see the schools enter the virtual world of wiki writing for their first time, with the wiki kindly provided by the University of Skovde, in Sweden. 

I have seen the detail of the project and apart from the originality shown in its conception, I am very impressed by the imaginative use of ICT equipment, from digital camcorders to online resources such as Real Player, QuickTime, and Adobe, and by the clever ways that the mediation of the partnership was progressed using blogging, podcasting, video conferencing and wiki writing, as I’ve already mentioned. 

You have clearly achieved many things and learned new skills and developed other skills with your project, which include: 

· The successful development and progression of a transnational partnership to a very advanced level. 

· The international showcasing of major student outputs.

· You have explored new teaching and learning methodologies.

· You have demonstrated the benefits of outdoor, inquiry-based learning.

· You have become acquainted with the curricula of your respective countries. 

· Your use of archival blogging as a mediation tool for the project has as a by-product provided you with a school-year diary of events in two European schools, showing activities unfolding throughout the project’s timeframe.

I have already mentioned the important integrative aspects of the project in the context of the primary curriculum here in Ireland, and in particular with regard to Science and History.  The project also covered other curricular areas such as Sport, Social Education (including teamworking), and Culture (through drama, recitations and music).

Tonight of course marks the beginning of a significant and exciting phase of the project, in that you are moving from a “virtual” environment to what we could call “realtime”. Our guests from the Swedish school and their supporters will be involved in both educational and social events that will introduce the project to the local community and to its leaders.

I wish to thank and compliment all those associated with this project, especially school Principal Tomás de Róiste and your Swedish colleague Mr Fredrik Olsson, as well as Tomás’ counterpart, Ms Eva Carlander Odebäck. I’d like to thank all of the other school staff and management, along with the parents for your support, without which this project would not have been possible. Finally ,I would like to congratulate all of the Swedish and Irish students involved and to wish you every continued success with the project.

Go raibh míle maith agaibh.

PRESS RELEASE
O’Keeffe attends international social evening in Rockchapel, Co. Cork, to mark the beginning of a four day visit by a Swedish Primary school to the area as part of a transnational project with local school, Knockaclarig NS 

Friday 9 October 2008, 8pm
The Minister for Education and Science, Batt O’Keeffe TD, attended and spoke at a social evening in Bruach na Carraige Arts and Cultural Centre in Rockchapel Co. Cork, which marked the beginning of a four day delegation from Vindängen school in Sweden to Knockaclarig NS in Co. Cork. The two schools are taking part in a transnational project promoted by the European Commission. The project, which is very much ICT-driven, gives pupils and teachers from different countries a great opportunity to meet and learn about other education systems, especially their respective curricula and teaching and learning methodologies. 
Speaking at the event, Minister O’Keeffe praised the staff, pupils and community of Knockaclarig school, which is a two-teacher school catering for just 34 pupils, for their significant sporting and ICT-relates achievements. O’Keeffe went on to describe aspects of the projects and told the gathering that he was very impressed by the work put in so far to the project by the local school and its Swedish counterpart. He also thanked the school staff and parents from both school communities for their support for what he described as a very impressive and successful undertaking.

Appendix
IctEtwin
Our first project “Make Film and Share IT with Friends ” established a strong trans- national project, consolidated our pedagogical, technical and digital skills, showcased our students, schools (Vindangen, Sweden and Knockaclarig NS. Ireland.)  and countries, and provided us with a template for a myriad of exemplars in the many areas of our respective national curricula. We achieved our goals. What next were we to do???  Should we go or should we stay??? That was the dilemma !!!!!!!!!!

We simply decided to develop and raise the partnership to a new and higher level. Using all the twinspace tools and past experience we decided to mediate our new project through blogging, podcasting, video conferencing and wiki writing. We decided to develop the share aspect, to us a vital ingredient, through on line tutorials. Finally we decided to establish working links with a third level institution.

Thus we created “Make Film and Share IT with Friends 2.0!”.
It can be accessed for your perusal at: http://blog.eun.org/film2  

We produced two modules, Science and History, each module sourcing, designing, developing and producing two themes per country.

The two initiating themes in the domain of Science are set. (Curricular Area: SESE; Subject: Science)  The Irish partnership prepared “Wild Flowers of the Countryside”. Vindängen, Sweden, has initiated “A Study on Small Animals in a Pond next to School.” The work with these themes proceeded during the autumn term of 2007. Yet another object added to the project is to expand the concept share. Tutorials on how our work is done were prepared. Teacher students from University will be included in eTwinning activities. 

Spring 2008 saw two more initiating themes being set. Just to illustrate and amplify the flexibility of the project we switched pedagogical domains for this module. We operated in the area of pre-historical times-era of Myths and Legends again in keeping with alignment to our National Curriculum. (Curricular Area: SESE; Subject: History) Ireland selected “Oisin In Tir na n-Og” while Sweden selected “The Knights of Mount Alleberg”. This module will see us enter the virtual world of wiki writing for our first time. The wiki is kindly provided by The University of Skovde, Sweden. This adds another dimension, associated partnership to our undertaking.
ICt within the project:

There are several areas of ICT within the project. Firstly we consolidated our usage of  ICT equipment, eg. digi-camcorders, digi-cam, audio grabbers and peripherals. We extensively used all twinspace tools and maximized ICT audio and video packages such as Real Player, QuickTime, Adobe Photoshop and Adobe Premier. However, the challenge for us in this project was to accelerate ICT skills in our further digital development. To attain this goal we had to source and use new platforms. Thus we progressed our mediation of the partnership via blogging, podcasting, video conferencing and wiki writing. Here are some tangible ICT examples within the project.

1.Blog set up, managed, and published. Available at : http://blog.eun.org/film2 
2.Myriad of mini ICT productions in text, image, audio/music, video/web and slideshow      formats.
3. Podcasts and Video Conferences.
4. Mobile technologies usage in project. 
5. Creation of Digital Narratives.
6. Use of Datalogging for experiments.
7.Increased familiarity with Digital Equipment.
8. Digital Penmanship.
9..Continual and dynamic ”Show and Tell” demonstrations..
 

Results and Benefits:

We progressed the partnership to a more advanced level. 

We developed a stronger collaboration in the partnership.

We showcased major student outputs.

We profiled respective schools and we explored a new pedagogical methodology.

We explored the benefits of outdoor, inquiry based learning.

We became acquainted with the curricula of our respective countries. As well as focusing on the the strict rationale of our pedagogical modules we, nonetheless, have fine examples of the everyday life and events in our schools. The archival nature of the blogging mediation of the  project has by default presented us with a school year diary of the events in two EU schools as activities unfolded throughout the timeframe.


Curricular integration:

The following five exemplars are examples of curricular integration in the area of SESE:SCIENCE as aligned to the Irish Curriculum. (all on the blog)
1.The Field Trip. Outdoor Learning 
2.Describe and Classify 
3.Artwork with Wild Flowers. 
4.Anthology and Songs related to Wild Flowers. 
5.Interactive Crossword (Ongoing). Based on explored and produced content.
While Focus and Fine Tuning of the respective modules is the primary objective, matters arising as a result of these exemplars, eg., sporting, social, cultural and pedagogical have been addressed and have enhanced the partnership.

These include:-
SPORT    (Curricular Area: Sport)
Gaelic Football 
Athletics
Skoljoggen  
CULTURE  (Curricular Area: Drama)
Drama The Performing Arts Visit “GLEE” 
Recitations, Music and Song. 
PEDAGOGICAL  (Curricular Area: European Educational Systems)
Language development 
Experiments
Maths
Learning to research.
SOCIAL  (Curricular Area: SPHE)
Team work and Learning while having fun. 
Contact with other teachers outside the partnership re commenting inter alia. 
Contact established with respective national third level institutions.
Our second module within the project deals with international mythology and mediates, links and integrates oral language, history and geography, visual art, drama cum ICT elements

Euro Dimension;
We have introduced a mobility element into the partnership. To date we have been working in a virtual environment. Now we are in realtime. We have arranged a visit for the Swedish school to Ireland starting on 9th October 2008 next. This will include an educational diary of events and a social diary of events. This will introduce the project to the local community and community leaders. Strictly from an educational/language point of view the WIKI interface is in Swedish.
Innovation and Creativity.

New media are used to consolidate the digital and technical skills that drove our initial project. We moved into the innovative and creative world of blogging, podcasting, video conferencing, and wiki writing. These four new tools may seem daunting but as we created exercises to implement them the hands-on activity, learning by doing, removed much of the mystery attached to this new media.The archival nature of the blog facilitates an immediate reference point of call to any topic in the project.

Sustainability
Our comment pages on the blog illustrates the interest the project has created.Our online tutorials are very helpful, our association with a third level institution is proving to be an unforeseen boost and has exceeded our expectations. We also mean to showcase the historical/legendsmodule (available in DVD format-see blog) at our local film festival in July 2009 The project has gone outside the school gates into the local community.  
Overall Quality
The students were highly motivated. Several mini-videos were made, a repository of podcasts are available, several exemplars were produced, on line tutorials were uploaded, exemplars in good practice re the teaching of science and historical antiquities were designed and developed. All resources will be available on a DVD
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